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Android – Making an App 
 
 

 Go to this website: http://appinventor.googlelabs.com/about/ 
 
 

 In the window that appears click the Get Started > button 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 In the next window click the Set up your computer hyperlink: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://appinventor.googlelabs.com/about/
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 In the next window click on this link: Java test page.  This makes 
sure you have the correct version of Java installed – if you don’t you 
will be guided through how to download the correct version. 

  
 

 
 

 At the bottom of this page click Instructions for Windows 
 

 On the next window click the Download installer hyperlink and 
download and install the software. 
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 When you have done this, at the bottom of the page, click on Build 
your first app with the emulator 

 
 

On the next page you should see something like this: 
 

 
 

 Download the kitty picture and the meow sound file. 

 
 Now go to the website:  http://appinventor.googlelabs.com 

 

 A new window will appear. Click on the New button on the top left 
hand corner of the screen. 

 
The following smaller window     
will appear: 

 
 

 
 
 

 Call it HelloPurr and click the OK button (make sure there are no 
spaces in the file name). 

 
  

http://appinventor.googlelabs.com/
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You will get a screen like this: 
 

 
 
This is called the Designer screen. 
 
Drag a Button to here 
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You should get something like this: 
 
 

 
 
 

 Click here and then click the Add.. button.  Browse for your kitty 
picture and then click the OK button. 

 
 Delete the Text for Button1 here 

 
 

 You should get something like 
this: 

 
 The cat only partially appears: 
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 Scroll down and set Width to Fill parent… 
 

 Set the Height to 300 pixels… 
 

 You should get this: 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 Now scroll up and click on the Open the blocks editor: 
 

 
 
 

 Click Open or Ok on any window that appears. 
 

 A new window like this should eventually appear: 
 



Page | 7  

 

 
 
 

 Click the New emulator button at the top of the page 
 
 

 Click on OK if another window appears 
 
 

 You should notice a flashing prompt on the bottom task bar which is 

like the following: 
 
 
 

 Click on it and you should see a phone like this: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Give it a while to set up and then click Connect to device… at the 
top of the screen.  You should see a yellow arrow move across and 
then it will go to a green symbol like this:  

 
 

 Drag the padlock symbol on the emulator to the 
right hand side of the telephone screen and you 
should see your cat: 
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 In the Designer window drag and drop a label under your picture of 
the cat:  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Change the text label to anything you want.  Do this with the colours 
etc 
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 Click on the Media button here 
 

The following appears: 
 
 

 Drag the Sound to here and it will show as this 
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 Now click the Add… button and Browse… for the meow sound and 
then click OK 

 
 

 In the Source menu set it to meow.mp3 and click OK 
  



Page | 11  

 

 Go to the Blocks Editor.  You should get a screen like this: 
 

 
 

 Click on the My Blocks tab 
 

 Now click on Button1 
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The following 
appears:  

 
 
 
 

 Drag and drop  
When  
Button1.Click 
do on to here 

 
 

 Click Sound1  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



Page | 13  

 

The following window  
appears: 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 Drag the call Sound1.Play on 
to the screen like this: 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 Click on the cat on the emulator and you should here 
it play (if you don’t have the emulator appearing, 
click on New Emulator button.  Then click on the 
Connect to Device… button). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 You can then put the application on to your phone.  In order to do 
this, you will need the particular driver that comes with your phone.  
I have an HTC Wildfire and to download the driver I typed in “HTC 
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wildfire download”.  Once you have done this and installed it, go to 
Design View and click the Package for Phone button.  I then 
chose the Download to Connected Phone button (make sure you 
have the phone connected!). HelloPurr should now be in your apps 
settings. 


